BRITISH  ADMINISTRATION
servants'.1 Regulations governed indirect relations, from
the control of the carrying of arms among the inhabitants,2 the
sale of liquors and drugs3 to minute sanitary regulations
prescribing floor space per animal in stables or rewards for
bringing in dogs for destruction.4
In all these relations between the civil population and the
military authorities, the fact was never lost sight of that it was
a military occupation and that a war had to be won. From the
first to the last, the needs of the inhabitants were subordinated
to those of the occupying Forces. Food, in certain cases, was
admitted to market for sale only when the requirements of the
military authorities had been met.5 Access to piped water was
forbidden.0 Families were evicted from their houses and land
requisitioned, sometimes without payment of rent.7 Restric-
tions on persons and goods were carried to unnecessary lengths,
even after the danger from spies had vanished.8 Labourers in
ever-increasing quantities were taken from their fields and
villages and from their families and forced to work on military
works, such forced labour becoming, as in Egypt, one of the
outstanding grievances of the inhabitants against the British
authorities.0
Delicate handling by the Political Officers was necessary in
order to enforce the orders and regulations, harsh and exacting
as many of them were, and at the same time to keep the
1 Procs. Basrah, Reg. No   12, Sec  n.
2 Ibid., Reg. No. 12; PA OCA. 'Amarah, Proc  No. i, Sec. 4.
3 Ibid., Reg No. 12, Sec. 9; Procs. 'Atnarah, Proc No. i, Sec. 7; Notice No. 5.
4 Ibid , Notice No  i, No  10; Procs. 'Amarah, Proc. No. i, Sec. 14.
5 Procs. 'Amarah, Proc. No. i, Sec. 14.
6 Ibid., Notice No. 3.
7 No rent was paid from the time of the Occupation on the four or five miles
of river frontage occupied by the British at 'Amara. Monthly Reports, Political
Officers, December, 1918, 'Amara, p 2.
8 Wilson, Sir A. T., op cit, pp. 144, 242, Review of the Civil Administration of
Mesopotamia (1920), Cmd. No. 1061, p. 24 (hereafter Review C. Admin., 1914-
1920).
9 Telegram No. 7520, Civil Commissioner to S/S for India, July isth, 1919.
The telegram indicates that by that date both the Civil Commissioner and the
General Officer Commanding were 'fully alive to the importance of abolishing
forced labour at the earliest possible moment*.
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